CONSUMERS	107
interests between producer and consumer. In so far as
success is attained, a direct link will be established by that
very achievement. The canals will remain, but they will
be controlled not by outside interests but by those of the
consumers and producers themselves.
It can readily be imagined that it is precisely with
agricultural products that the most frequent attempts have
been made to achieve these conditions. In the first place,
they constitute undoubtedly the most important form of
wealth; further, they play a preponderant part in the
consumption of the masses; finally, agricultural produc-
tion is much more fragmentary than industrial production.
The large unit, the factory, is typical of the latter, while
in agriculture the small unit is- the true representative,
This also explains why the commercial system handling
agricultural products is the most complicated, and is
subject to the greatest number of alien interests. Further,
it is geographically the most extended since the mass of
purchasers are specially removed from the producing
districts, and it becomes a case of town and country.
All these reasons make it important for both sides that a
direct link should be forged; here also there are the
greatest possibilities of rationalisation, since in industry
the bridge is already half built and the centralisation
secured by factories has already done its part in the
circulation of wealth.
The direct link between producer and consumer means
that the circulation of wealth comes under the control of
one or the other or possibly both at once, and that con-
sequently$»at some point, reciprocal interests confront one
another and there achieve, or at least should achieve, a
compromise. In this way wealth should find in its passage
from producer to consumer no branch road leading to
territory not subject to the interests of either* Consumer
and producer should thus join hands without being
forced to seek the help of commerce. It follows that there
are three possible types of direct relation. Either the
consumers may take control of the entire transit of the
sj including collective commercial functions, and

